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[RANIAN  DEAL LED
10 2,000 MISSILES,
A LAWMAKER SAY

By STEPHEN ENGELBERG

Special 0 The New York Times

WASHINGTON, Nov. 20 — The
House majority leader said today that
Israel, acting with the approval of the
United States, had shipped Iran 2,008
TOW anti-tank missiles and at least 235
Hawk antiaircraft missiles, a quantity
of weapons much greater than previ-
ously acknowiedged.

The Congressional leader, Jim
Wright, Democrat of Texas, said he
learned of the shipments from Vice
Adm. John M. Poindexter, President
Reagan’s national security adviser. He
said there was a series of shipments by
Israel, which was ‘‘given to understand
it was carrying out the wishes of the
United States.”

The statement by Mr. Wright came
ramid a wave of protest that swept
Capitol Hill toddy over the Reaga
policy on Iran.

Lawmakers Rebut Reagan

Several members, including Senato
Sam Nunn, Democrat of Georgia, the
| iIncoming chairman of the Armed Serv-
' ices Committee, issued point-by-point
rebuttals of comments by Mr. Reagan
at his news conference Wednesday

night. Other legislators said the intelli-
gence laws should be rewritten so

-

qperations _from Congress for more
than a few dazs.

William J. Casey, the Director
Cgmra! !nteﬂ!ience: is tE ;Eﬁ;% g

fore the intelligence committees. Ad-
miral Boindextar, maanwhile-1s to dis.
cuss the operation with committee
members in an informal meeting at the
White House.

The number of weapons described by
Mr. Wright appeared to undercut the
Administration’s contention that the
shipments to Iran did not affect the
military balance in the region.

Comment by Regan

Last week, for example, the White
House chief of staff, Donald T. Regan,
said the weapons sent to Iran ‘‘would-
n't be one day’s ammunition supply.’

At his news conference, Mr. Reagan
said repeatedly that the United States
had not authorized any shipments by
other countries. Shortly afterward, the
White House issued a statement ac-
knowledging that ‘‘there was a third
country involved in our secret project
with Iran,” without naming the coun-

try. '
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The Congressional hearings will cen-
ter on unanswered questions about the
dealings with Iran. Committee mem-
bers want to know how the operation
was arranged and financed, why notice
to Congress was delayed for 11 months
and what persuaded senior policy
makers to send arms to [ran.

They also want to hear from other
Administration officials about how the
secret dealings with [ran, identified by
the Government as a country that sup-
ports terrorism, fit with Washington’s

policy of building an international front
ageinst terrorism.

Mr. Wright, the next Speaker of the
House, was one of several lawmakers
who asserted today that President
Reagan had violated laws in secretly
shipping arms to Iran.

Larry Speakes, the White House
spokesman, said President Reagan had
followed all applicable laws and had
been advised from the outset on legal
issues _, .3 Attorney General, Edwin
Meese 3d.

A wide range of lawmakers said they
were concerned that Mr. Reagan had
not followed the lnn‘\'ré

on CBS program

“Ni twm" Senator Johan. Sten-
nis, the conservative Democrat from
Mississippl, joined Senators John!
Democrat of Ohio, William

mire, Democrat of Wisconsin,

le Bumpers, Democrat of Arkansas,
Patrick J. Leahy, Democrat of
rmont, in asserting that the Presi-

t was in violation of statutes about
Congressional notification.

-0 NN eSS DINgG U
tice to Congress of covert activities:
>ection 303, & year-old provision o

same law t allows telligence
gencies to spend mot Ofl_DUrpose:
thorized by Congress only after

elligence commi Y,

President Reagan has said the ship
ments to lran [e covert intelll-
gence operation. In a finding he signed
lagt Jan 17 he directed that Congres:
not be told because of “extreme

I Tsec: n Te cited s
provigion of the law that allows the
President to forgo no ce to Congress. ifi
it is later provided in a “time) sh-|

Rewriting the Law

Members of Congress have said the
law was never intended to allow an 11-
month delay in notification. Several
said they would push to rewrite the
statute to require that the President
tell Congress about covert activities
within days of their initiation.

The legisiators said the White House!
might have to a such legisiation’
as a price of blunting demands that the)
national security adviser be confirmed|
by the Senate.

“We're almost ce; to ask
for a number of 0
da r Le ce r-
man t Committee on Intelli-

The national security adviser

is sale from rmation, but

only in return for timel nm‘l?:e.%:hydy
thi{E timely notice is 11 months.”

Mr. Wright noted that the Adminis-
tration had on other occasions taken
pains to inform members of Congress
of current operations. He said, for ex-
ample, that the afternoon before the
bombing of Libya, the White House
reached him and told him to find a se-
cure telephone. At 4 P.M. he received a
complete briefing on a phone at a local
office of the Federal Bureau of Investi-
gation.

“The law is unambiguous,” Mr.
Wright said. ‘It is compietely clear."”

National Security Council
Another issue being discussed by
members of is the possible
misuse of the National Security Council
staff by involving it directly in covert
ﬂa‘ll. f.- 8 DO g

|_Intelligence
ay for the ship

nator David L. Boren, Democrat of
Dkiahoma, the next chairman of the In-
lligence Committee, said the panel
ould make a ‘“‘very careful and thor-
ough” study of the National Security
Council staff. He added that “‘we may
have to look at what we mean by time-
1y’ notification.

The National Security Council staff,
which is headed by the national se-
curity adviser, has been exempt from
Congressional scrutiny. But some
legislators have argued that if the Ad-
ministration uses the council staff for

operations, it must be accountable to
Congress.
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